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Courtney Hereford
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A Huge Thank You to Our
Conference Planning Committee!

Our Staff
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Mike Fowler | Virtual Component Admin & IT Support

Sally Snyder | Conference Registration & Support

Kitty Morton | Conference Registration & Support

Rich Sutphin | Executive Director

Kim McManaway | Program Coordinator

Lora Warford | Marketing & Communications & IT Support

Katelyn Spangler | Outreach Coordinator

Stephanie Von Dollen | Consultant



The importance of innovative change cannot
be overstated; it not only enhances patient
care but also improves quality of life for
people we call friends, family, and neighbors.
We must find a way to make that change,
and that starts here, in the mountains that we
call home! We hope you hear the message of
the strength and tenacity of our rural
communities throughout this conference.

If this is your first time attending the WV
Rural Health Conference, we are so pleased
that you are joining us, and we hope this year
will be the start of an annual tradition for
you. If you have attended our conference in
the past, we are thrilled to welcome you back.
Strong rural health makes a stronger West
Virginia, and together is how we do this!

In health,

Rich Sutphin 

A Letter from our WVRHA Executive
Director

It brings all of us at WVRHA great pleasure to
welcome you to the 32nd Annual West Virginia
Rural Health Conference and to the charming
Resort at Glade Springs in Daniels, WV! Our
conference theme this year is “Innovative
Change Starts in the Mountains” and we are
excited that you have joined us to learn best
practices for rural health from our colleagues
within the state and around the nation. We seek
to showcase the talents of people who work
tirelessly to make a positive difference in our
state. We hope that you will engage in dialogue
to inspire and excite you for the year ahead. 

Our goal is that you emerge from this
conference re-energized for the work of
improving rural health access, bridging the
divide caused by inequity, and providing
excellent care in our rural and underserved
communities. 

This conference represents a lot of hard work by
many folks who are deeply committed to rural
health. Without our conference planning
committee, none of this would be possible. The
staff and Board of Directors of the WV Rural
Health Association are grateful to this
dedicated group of individuals who spend their
time throughout the year working to make this
conference a success. This conference would
also not be possible without the support of our
sponsors and exhibitors. We hope you will take
time to visit our friends in Woodland 1, the
Foyer, and Rotunda areas.

NOVEMBER 2024WVRHA
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OWLING NIGHTB

Wardiere Inc.

Join us for bowling night on Wednesday November
13, 2024, from 6:00pm – 10:00pm! 

The up-tempo music on a superior sound system
will get everyone moving to the beat – and

knocking down those pins!
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Ask us about our Academic
Mentoring Partnerships or scan the
QR code to learn more!

 WV AMP is  designed to build a
mentorship platform that is
accessible to primary and
addiction care providers caring
for high-risk individuals
throughout West Virginia, so that
individuals with diseases can be
cared for and cured in their own
community.
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The Silent Auction at the Annual West Virginia Rural
Health Conference is always a fun time! Join in for the
thrill of the bid as you network and compete with other
attendees! 

This year, our Silent Auction subcommittee has put
together a wide range of items to for your bidding
experience. You could win anything from our “Dreams
Do Come True” package that includes a four day – three
nights stay with Disney Magic to a ten-minute flight
above our gorgeous mountain state with HealthNet
Aeromedical Services. There is even a chance to win a
trip to Italy!

So, whether your thing is collecting football themed
gnomes or taking a night off for the WV Symphony, be
sure to head on over to our Silent Auction room to view
our item gallery and don’t forget to scan the QR code to
start your bidding. 

Good luck and may the odds be ever in your favor!

BEGIN!

Let the bid
wars....

SILENT
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Last year in 2023, we introduced a brand-new
category for the West Virginia Rural Health
Awards. This particular award was more than
an honor to produce, and we felt it absolutely
necessary to name it after its very first winner.
 
It serves to honor the legacy of the recipient as
a stalwart champion for their tremendous
work in educating students to prepare them
for rural practice. Afterall, they are the
future!

The Dr. Bob Foster Award for Excellence in
Rural Health Professions Education.

Dr. Bob Foster has devoted his career to
preparing future generations of rural health
professionals. His career spanning 45 years at
WV School of Osteopathic Medicine has
touched thousands of students who have
helped provide care for countless patients in
rural communities. 

Who do you think this year’s winner will be?
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HIGHLIGHTING
Rural Health
Heroes in WV
2024 EDITION
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Each year, the West Virginia
Rural Health Conference
celebrates the accomplishments of
outstanding individuals and
organizations in the field of rural
health.

These awards are granted to
individuals or organizations
deserving of recognition for their
rural health efforts in West
Virginia.

Individual award winners will
receive a complimentary
registration to the WV Rural
Health Conference.
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THURSDAY NOVEMBER 14TH
IN THE BRIGHT BALLROOM

AT 11:30AM

2024 

RURAL HEALTH
AWARDS
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OUR 2024 SPONSORS
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THANK YOU FOR
ATTENDING
THANK YOU FOR
ATTENDING
"Please make sure to visit
our awesome vendors who
made this event possible. 

Those who visit the
exhibitors and play our
digital conference game
will have a chance to win
a free conference
registration for 2025 and
a door prize!
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Aetna Better Health of WV, Azalea
Health, Bridging Resources WV,
CAMC Institute for Academic
Medicine, Concord Social Work
Program, ERA Group, First Choice
Services/West Virginia Navigator,
Institute for Public Health Innovation,
Pfizer, Pharming Healthcare,
Shatterproof, Trulieve, University of
Rochester Medicine Recovery Center of
Excellence, West Virginia
Breastfeeding Institute, West Virginia
Department of Health Immunizations,
West Virginia Perinatal Partnership



Thank You for joining us!

VISIT
WVRHA
ONLINE www.wvrha.org

MAGAZINE


